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NATIONAL SECURITY 2OLNGIL

CONFIDENTIAL/GDS A April 21, 1976

Nationzl Security Decision Memorandum 326

TO:; The Vice President
The Secretary of State
- The Secretary of Defense
The Attorney General
The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
The Director of Central Intelligence :
The Director, Office of Maragement and Budget
The Director, Arms Control and Disarmament Agency
7 The Assistant to the President for National Security Affair

SUBJECT: Functions and Organizations of Netional
Security Council Sub-Groups .

d functions of the various sub-
groups of the National Security Council and have made the feilowing
determinations; '

Ihave reviewed the organization an

The functions of the Senios Review Group will remzin as deseribad
in the second and third paragraphs of Mationzl Security Decisjon
Memorandum 85. It will continue te be chaired by the Assistant to
the President for National Security Affairs and its membership will
include: ¢ R

(]
J
t

The Deputy Secretary of State

The Deputy Secretary of Defense
The Director of Central Inteliigence
The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff

Depending on the issuc undor consideration, other agencies shall
be represented 2t (he discretion of the Chairman.
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The Verification Panel will continue to perform the basic technica
analyeis to help develop choices and proposals for strategic arms
lmitation, approaches to mutual and balanced force reductious
in Europe, and other major arms control subjects, This analysis
will include the verification requirements which must accompany
arr'ns’ limitations and the capabilities of weapons systerns whose
limitation is being considered. It will be chaired by the Secretary
of State in his capacity as a member of the National Security
Council. Its membership will include: '

The Deputy Secretary of State
The Deputy Secretary of Defense ‘
The Director of Central Intelligence
The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
‘ The Director, Arms Control and Disarmament Agency -
The Assistant tosthe President for National Security Affairs

. .
“

Those pcrtions of the Memorandum of July 21, 1959, signed by the
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs, and of Naticnal
Security Study Memoranda 92 and 128 which relate to the organization or
functions of the Verification Panecl are superscded by this Decision
Memoranduam, '

The Defense Prograim Review Committse, established by National
Security Council Mermorandum 20, shell be reccnstituted as the
Defense Review Panel, The Panel wiil review major defense policy
cand program issuss which have strategic, political, diplomatic and

economic implications in relation to overall national pricrit
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Defensc Review Panel will be chaired by the Szcretary of Defeanse in -
his capacity as a member of the Naticnal Security Council, Iis S
merabership will include: -
’ _ :

The Deputy Secretary of State -

The Deputy Secretary of Defense

The Director of Central Tutelligence

The Chairmian, Joint Chicfs of Staff

The Diveecter, Office of NMaragement and Budget

The Assisteat to the President for Natisnal Security Affairs

[*Ior considoration of matters baving budgetary implications, ]

Depending on the izsue under consideration, other agencies shall be
;

represented at the discretion of the

Naticra? Secuvity Decision Memorandum 20 iw hereby superscded by
thic Decision Memorandun,
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The ‘Vc-urrw.un Spacial Acticns Group will continue to develop
optlon for implementation of decisions during crises 2nd for
integrating the political and military requirements of crisis
action. It will be chaired by the Secretary of State in his capacity
as a’member of the National Security Council. Its membership
will consist of:

The Deputy Secretary of State f .
The Deputy Secretary of Defense :
The Director of Central Intéﬂirrenc*'
The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staf
The Assistant Lo the President for Natmna.l Securxty Aff’trr-
That portion of the Memorandum of May 16, 1969, signed by _the_
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs,which
relates to the organization and funcfions of the Group is superseded
by this Decision Memorandum. '

The 40 Committee, is hereby abolished. It is replaced by the
Operations Advisory Group, establvs.wa by Executive Qrder 11905
of February 18, 1976. ’ -

This group will review and advise the President on covert operations
and certain sensitive forcign intelligence collection missions. It will
be chaired by the Assistant to the President for National Security
Affairs and its membership will be as follows:

The Secretary of State _

The Secretary of Dziense : .
The Digector of Central Intelligence o
The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff

Observers:

The Attorney General : :
The Dirvector, Cifice of Manzgfement and Budget

The Intellivence Conunitice, established by the Pr“swdtn“" Mexnm'mndmn

oif November 5, 1971, iz herchby abolis m:d.

The Committee on I"ereipn Intelligence was established by Executive
"QOrder L1605 and its duties are 2s dos ~vbe:1 in the Erecutive Ordex
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It is chaired by the Director of Central litelligence and its member-
P 1 .
ship consists of:

The Deputy Secreztary of Defense for Intelligence
The Deputy Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs

The functions and membership of the Under Secretaries Committee _
will remain as described in National Security Decision Memoranda
2 and 8. It will be chaired by the Deputy Secretary of State.

. The functions and membership of the six standing Interdepartmental
Groups will remain as described in National Security Decision. _
Memorandum 2. The five geographic Groups will be chaired by the
appropriate geographic Assistant Seécretary of State. The Inter- .
departmental Group for Political-Military Affairs will be chaired
by a representative of the Secretary of Defense, o
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